
 

 

 

Part (A): Child Development 

Unit-I: The Children’s Profile at the Beginning of Primary 

Education—Physical and Cognitive. 

Trends in physical growth—Hormonal influences on physical growth—

Development of neurons Symbolic thinking and limits of logic—Sensory 

motor stage-Pre operational stage-Language Development—Influence of 

home environment, attitude of family members on cognitive development 

of the child-Identity status and psychological well being. 

 

Unit-II: The Children’s Profile at the Beginning of Primary 

Education—Social and Emotional. 

Self concept and Social Awareness—Sibling relationships—Peer 

relationship and play—Self awareness—Cultural influence on self-concept-

corresponding stages of Erickson’s Psycho-social development Emotional 

development in a Social context affection- sympathy-laughter-anger, 

sadness, fear-Parent-child relationship-Emotional well being emotion and 

health. 

 

Unit-III: Physical & Intellectual Development during Primary 

School Years (6 to 10 Years) 

Physical growth cycles-Body proportions-Muscles and fat-Capacity for 

attention and concentration-Selective attention-Memory strategies-

processing speed and capacity-Thinking skills.  Cognitive development. 

Concrete operational stage-Piaget’s tasks-concept of intelligence as a 

mental ability. Development of mental/intellectual abilities. Intelligence 

tests-Creativity in primary school Children. 

 

I.  Child  Development  and  Pedagogy  (Classes  1  -  5)
Syllabus - (Relevant to Age Group 6 - 11)

TAMILNADU TEACHER ELIGIBILITY TEST (TNTET) – 2022
          
            Syllabus for Paper I (Classes 1 - 5) (All Compulsory)



Unit-IV: Social and Emotional Development during Primary School 

Years (6 to 10 Years) 

Meaning of social development-social expectations-Children’s Friendships-

factors in friendship and choices of companions social acceptance-the 

desire to belong-peer grouping-Effects of schooling on social, emotional, 

and cultural spheres-Pattern of emotional development-common 

emotional patterns-the role of maturation and-learning in emotional 

development how children develop likes and dislikes to subjects, teachers, 

school, other students-emotional balance impact of media on emotional 

development. 

 

Unit-V: Moral Development during Primary School Years (6 to 10 

Years) 

Meaning of moral development-factors in moral training of children- 

Honesty-Generosity-Children’s heroes and ideals-Meaning of discipline- 

essentials of discipline-media and their influences on moral development. 

 

Part (B): Learning. 

Unit-I: Learning. 

Dynamic internal process-connecting old knowledge to new information-

language learning-acquiring learning habits-learning to adapt to diverse 

situations in life-Nature of learning-learning through interactions. 

 

Unit-II: Types, levels and approaches to Learning. 

 

Types of learning-Learning Hierarchy-signal learning stimulus-response 

learning-Motor and verbal chain learning-Multiple discriminations concept 

learning-Learning rules and problem-solving.  Learning Levels from 

imprint to intuition- examples of learning at different levels. Approaches- 

Behaviourist-cognitivist and constructivist. 

 

Unit-III: Concepts and constructs. 

Concepts and constructs-concept-formation-Use of materials activities, 

scheme pictures, real life experiences-construct mental representations of 



external reality-connecting ideas generated by students due to exposure 

to peers, media and community-concept mapping. 

 

Unit-IV: Factors Contributing to Learning. 

Personal psychological, social, emotional factors and school related 

factors, Learning style; teaching strategies; media; technology; 

1. Teaching Learning Process 

2. Teacher’s personality traits. 

 

Unit-V: Constructivist Approach to Learning. 

Learners construct knowledge for themselves-constructing meaning is 

learning-focus on the learner not on the lesson taught- Personal and social 

construction of meaning-Learning to Learn making meaning Learning, a 

social activity-ZPD. 

 

Unit-VI: Learning and Knowledge 

Active learner-Nurturing learners’ active and creative activities children’s 

voices and experiences-integrating their experiences with School 

Knowledge-Right to learn-Physical and emotional security for learning.  

Conceptual development-continous process-All children capable of 

learning-important aspects of learning-various ways of learning-Cognitive 

readiness for learning-Learning in and outside the school-knowledge and 

understanding-recreating knowledge-manifesto for learning. 
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       Learners at this level may begin in at "silent stage" where they are unable to understand or produce English independently.  They typically 
comprehend much better by listening than they are able to demonstrate by speaking and writing.  
       Learners have a basic level of vocabulary and ability to frame 2 or 3- word phrases or sentences that would enable them to talk about 
themselves, members of their family and the people in their surroundings. They follow simple instructions, requests and questions and respond 
by using appropriate words or phrases. They enjoy doing simple language activities/playing language games such as singing a rhyme or 
identifying a person, object or thing. They recognise longer two/three syllable words or chunks of language and develop basic decoding 
competency to read simple words/short sentences. While reading, they recognise small and capital forms of the alphabet both in context and in 
isolation and read for understanding with the help of pictures. They write simple words/phrases/short sentences. 

Competency 
/Skill  

Objectives Learning outcome Classroom procedure Evaluation 

Listening – For 
Vocabulary 

building 

• Recognise names of
common objects, people,
animals and plants

Can 
• recognise /identify things

when named  -names of
objects, vegetables, fruits,
animals, flowers, plants,
basic parts of the body,
things they use at home
and school, games, birds,
toys, vehicles match
named objects to pictures
or realia

• Flash cards
• Matching spoken names

to objects and pictures
• Using pictorial charts,

real objects
• Using audio visual

recordings and
animations and other
materials

• When a name is
spoken, can choose
the right picture or
object

• Can match spoken
names to objects and
pictures

• When a name is

Syllabus - English - Class - 1 

III. Language - II English (Classes 1 - 5)



Listening for  
comprehension 
and 
communication 

• Recognise names of colours,
numbers and times of day

• Recognise when one’s name
is called, recognises names
of teachers and classmates
when they are called out

• Understands simple
instructions like ‘sit down’
‘stand up’, ‘open your
book.’

• Understand simple
classroom language
andshort, simple 2/3 word
sentences for basic
interactions.

• match names and  word
• identify colours
• match colour to

object/picture
• match the time of the day

with corresponding spoken
word

• identify a number name
and match it with a figure
or the count of objects

Can 
• Identify people/point to

people when their names
are called out

• understand and carry out
simple directions and
classroom instructions like
‘open your book’, ‘join the
dots’.

• understand very simple
questions and responses
about basic everyday
activities and events. For
e.g shared experience
during circle time

• Can listen attentively,
taking turns to speak

Can
• follow words of songs and

• Using audio visual
content, colours, paints.

• Using number rhymes
and matching physical
action, loud counting
games,

• Charts, pictures, flash
cards

• Pictures, texts with stories
or information

• Attendance and roll call,
classroom instructions,
playing games like Simon
says, etc

• Activities like picture talk
or conversation about
immediate concerns/
Circle Time for simple
conversation or sharing
ideas and experiences

• Games, tasks using audio-
visual media or teacher
talk

• Activities like classroom
games requiring physical
or simple verbal
responses

spoken, can choose 
the right picture or 
object 

• Can match spoken
names to objects and
pictures

• When shown two
colours (or shapes),
can pick out the
colour (Shape) that is
being named

• Can identify a
number name that is
called out and match
it with a figure or the
count of objects

• Picks out the correct
picture to match the
object, animal etc.

• Points to the correct
object/ person etc. in
a composite picture

• Points to and says
name of objects,
animals, etc. in a
picture

• Understands and
responds to





words 
• Clap for  their��own names

and identify��the sounds
• Activities like oral games,

clapping games, songs��and
rhymes to build
phonological awareness

• Alphabet games; songs
and rhymes; audio-visual
animations

• Names the letters of
the alphabet
individually

• Sounds the letters of
the alphabet

• Matches cards
• Claps for rhymes

Speaking –
Imitation and 

Repetition 

Speaking to 
communicate 

• Recognizes pauses between
words and sentences in
poetry and stories when
recited

• Recognizes pauses between
words and sentences and
speaks with appropriate
intonation.

• Use simple phrases or
expressions to talk about
immediate environment or
for interaction and in
response to stories

• Take turns speaking and

Can 
• repeat sentences with

appropriate pauses
• recite rhymes and poems

Can
• greet and respond to

greetings and use polite
forms of expression

• identify and call most of
their classmates by name;
refer to their teachers by
their names; know the
name of their school, their
class and section

• use the golden words
(‘please’, ‘excuse me’,
‘thank you’ and ‘sorry’)

• Role plays or games
requiring the use of polite
expressions like making
and responding to
requests

• Conversation activities
like circle time about
people and activities and
events at home and
school or expressing
simple feelings like likes
and dislikes or ability
(can and cannot, do and
do not etc.)

• Conversation activities
and games for turn taking

• Says a sentence on
own likes or ability

• Answers simple
questions on self,
home, food, school
etc. with 3 or 4 word
sentences e.g. I like
oranges.

• I can read a book.
Please, give me that
book.



speaks politely 

• Reproduce and manipulate
letter sounds

• ask for objects or make
simple requests using-
May or can

• talk about current
activities in class

• speak about feelings
• respond with words or

phrases to simple direct
questions about immediate
environment (home/
school, means of transport,
food etc.)

• respond with words or
phrases to simple direct
questions about stories

Can 
• take turns while

participating in classroom
talk/responding to
questions

• Ask questions to clarify
meaning

Can 
• identify and sound letters

singly 
• segment short words

• Charts/ flash cards/
audio-visual materials;
letter games and songs

• Join in in refrains of
songs or stories told by
teacher or audio materials
like podcasts stories,
songs and games

• Songs, segmenting
activities, rhyming and 
other sound based word 
games 

• Takes turns during
circle time and
classroom activities

• Sing along or join in
poems and rhymes

• Recite rhymes or
poems

• Sings phonic songs



Speaking –
Phonemic 
awareness 

• sound the beginning and
ending sounds in words

• give rhyming words

• Responds to chart or
flash cards with the
correct sound.

Reading 
Print awareness, 

alphabetic 
principle and 

phonics 

• Has basic understanding of
print (spacing, directionality,
etc.)

• Understands the purpose of
print, that it conveys
meaning

• Recognizes the alphabet
• Correlates letter names, with

the written letters, both upper
case and lowercase

• Correlates letter sounds with
the written letter (grapheme)

• Uses basic reading strategies
like fusing/blending sounds,
phonics, sight words to
decode

• Reads simple short texts with

Can 
• hold book properly

follow text on page
Can 
• identify letters

connect sounds with
appropriate letter of the
alphabet

• recognizes letter sounds
and connects with written
letters

• recognize and read
beginning or ending letters
of words

• decode simple 3 letter
CVC words using basic
phonics

• recognize and read CVC
word families and short
rhyming words

• read sight words
appropriate for grade level

• read common word lists

• Books in class to
demonstrate reading for
reading along

• Teacher models reading

• Basic oral phonic��activities
and games based��on stories
rhymes and��poems to
recognize and��manipulate
sounds and��syllables

• Games and drills:
to recognize and read sight
words to decode simple
words in class English text

• Holds book correctly
and reads

• Identifies beginning
sound of objects etc.
in textbook or flash
cards

• Fill in missing letters
in 3 letter CVC
words

• Gives rhyming words
as part of games



Reading for 
Comprehension 

understanding (names of vegetables, 
animals, fruits, things, 
vehicles) as sight words 

• understand and use time
words

• understand and use the
calendar to speak of the
concept of time

Can 
• follow story on the page in

the textbook
• read and comprehend

grade level text using
knowledge of phonics and
sight words.

• use visual cues to make
meaning

• can recount the sequence
of plot or action in the
story

• can identify characters by
names and actions

• Activities based on the
class text to support
comprehension of
information/ story and to
work out the meaning of
words and sentences from
context

• Tasks like matching,
sequencing, drawing,

discussing, enacting 

Writing • Scribbles and draws as a first
step to writing

• Develops fine motor skills
and hand eye coordination
through colouring��pictures,
drawing, pattern��writing,
tracing and other��activities as
part of pre��writing skills

• Can write patterns
• Can write the letters of the

alphabet (uppercase and
lowercase)

• Can colour within the lines
• Can create drawings to

convey a message or tell a
story.

• Pattern writing/ drawing
to develop prewriting
skills

• Writing letters
• Colouring pictures

• Writing and
copying letters and
words

• Colouring pictures



• Writes both uppercase and
lowercase letters.

• Copies three and letter words
from the board or a book.

• Writes familiar words and
sentences from class text or
other inputs

• Writes letters and words

• Can copy words
• Can write some words

independently
• Can write alphabet and

familiar words

making letters out of 
playdough and clay. 

• Copying words

• Writing words and
simple sentences about
self

• Creative dictation
activities/

• Writing own words to
complete sentences

• Drawing pictures and
writing independent
sentences as titles or text

• Completes words
with letters

• Completes
sentences with
words

• Draws and write a
word or sentence
about a person,
animal, object or
activity

• Writes one or two
2-word sentences
independently

• May use invented
spelling

Vocabulary • Build vocabulary of simple,
frequently used words

• Comprehends, uses in
speech and can read names
of colours, numbers, days of
the week, months, times of
day, objects encountered in
every day life, names of
things in nature etc and
Words related to Maths and
EVS concepts

Can 
• Identify and name

common people/ objects/
animals/ birds/ plants and
simple actions in pictures

• talk about self and others
on topics connected to the
immediate environment
using appropriate words

• describe in basic terms
(give physical descriptions
like size, colour of objects,
places,��people, actions

• Oral games and
activities like I spy as
well as charts, cards and
audio-visual material

• Games and activities to
practice targeted
vocabulary

• Worksheets for
meaningful context-
based practice

• Oral practice for
verbalizing ideas and
recounting experience

• Names objects in a
composite picture

• Describes activity
in a picture

• Respond to
flashcard based
activities to
recognise and read
basic vocabulary



Grammar • Uses common verbs,
common nouns; adjectives;
location prepositions (e.g. in
on at below); simple
conjunctions (e.g. and and
or); determiners: a, an, this
that these those personal
pronouns: I, you, he, she,
they; in speech

• Uses for simple
communication and tasks in
class

• verb tenses such as present
and simple past of ‘be’ and
other frequently used verbs,
present progressive of
commonly used verbs in
spoken language simple
grammatical constructions
(e.g. commands, some wh- 
questions, statements

• common social and
instructional patterns or

Can 
• listen and comprehend

meaning accurately in
simple instructions,
conversation, or stories.

• give short oral responses
to questions, requests or
basic information

• identify, name and
describe objects, places,
people, actions with basic
vocabulary and structures.

• respond to and give simple
commands/ requests -Sit
down, May I have, please
give me

• respond to and ask simple
wh-questions

• talk about self and others
on topics connected to the
immediate environment

• speak to convey own ideas
or information in phrases

• Games and activities to
practice targeted
grammar structures

• Worksheets for
meaningful structure
based practice

• Oral practice for
verbalizing ideas in
correct sentences

• Enacts or
participates in role-
plays based on
stories heard or read

• Looks at pictures/
realia to describe

-objects, places, people
-actions
• Participates in

games or activities
to give simple
commands/
requests

(Sit down, May I have, 
please give me) 
• Asks and answers

simple wh-
questions

• Talk about self and
others or on topics
connected to the
immediate
environment during



forms like greetings, 
thanking, apologizing, 
requesting 

• While learners will be able
to use the above items in
productive skills, they are
not expected to display
formal knowledge of
terminology or rules.

or short sentences. circle time or other 
activities 

• Completes
worksheet or
writing tasks based
on text or other
classroom inputs

Extended reading • Reads of own free will
regularly, choosing books
with interest and appeal
from the school or class
library

• Reads independently or
listens to picture books with
simple text and profuse
illustrations to inculcate the
habit of reading

• Develops positive reading
attitudes and general
knowledge

• Looks at books with
interest and attempts to
read

• Teacher/ school provide
suitable and well-chosen
books in classroom or
school library

• Teacher/ school provides
suitable picture books of
appropriate length for
group / whole class and
independent reading



Syllabus - English - Class - 2 

Learners are able to use phrases and very simple sentences to respond in English. Learners listen and respond appropriately to stories and 
poems, sing songs and recite poems with enjoyment. They understand simple instructions, requests and questions and respond using 
appropriate words or phrases. They talk about themselves and their immediate environment, and express their feelings in simple language. 
They recognize larger chunks of language from poems and stories and use English in their personal, social and academic interactions. They 
read for understanding by using basic decoding skills and reading grade - appropriate sight words. They read understand and enjoy grade 
appropriate picture books. They copy and transcribe letters, spell and write 2-3 syllable words and may construct simple, patterned 
sentences independently. 

Area/ Skills Competency/objective Learning outcome Content / classroom 
procedure 

Evaluation 

Listening to enjoy Understand age and grade 
level words 

Enjoy listening to, 
understand and responds 
to stories, folktales and 
poems 

Can 

�x follow and learn the
words of songs or
poems

�x respond to songs and
poems in various ways
(clapping/ keeping time/
drawing, actions)

�x follow simple stories
with repetitive refrains

Can 

Traditional and modern, 
culturally appropriate 
songs and short poems 
that are easy to 
understand and follow 

Simple picture books, 
stories, animations 

Stories told using props 
like puppets 

Sings songs and recites 
poems chorally or 
individually. 

Can complete lines of 
poems or songs as 
given or with own 
rhyming words 

Can retell all or parts of 
stories 

Can take part in 
enactments with a few 
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