
Large number of vacancies of Medical Officer, Nurses & supporting
staff

Encephalitis, which claims hundreds of lives every year in eastern India,
will be made a notifiable disease, the government announced in the Lok
Sabha today amid concerns expressed by members over "failure" to check
it despite years of efforts.

Health Minister J P Nadda also accepted the demand of two BJP
members from eastern UP, the state worst affected by the disease whose
victims are mostly children, that the Gorakhpur-based unit of National
Institute of Virology, Pune, be upgraded as a regional centre.

In a Calling Attention Motion, Yogi Adityanath (BJP) said over 125
children have died in BRD Hospital, Gorakhpur, alone this year due to
the disease, which is also known as brain fever, and such deaths have
been happening year after year since 1978.

Teams of doctors and other experts have been visiting the district but it
has been of little help, he said, adding innocent children there have
become "guinea pigs" and the region a "laboratory".

"The failure is visible in tackling the disease," he said wondering if polio
and smallpox can be eradicated, then why not encephalitis, which is
vector-borne and water-borne disease.

In his reply, Nadda sought to lay the blame at the doors at the state
governments, particularly the Uttar Pradesh government, saying over Rs
50 crore given to it for vector-borne disease control was lying unspent
this year.

While providing money and technical assistance is the central
government's responsibility, execution of various measures lie with states,
he said.

"Despite support from the Centre, only 10 Paediatric ICUs out of 20 have
been established in UP. There are a large number of vacancies of medical
officers, nurses and supporting staff, affecting the implementation of the
programme," he said.

He has reviewed the situation with health ministers of 11 affected states
and issued them 10 advisories, Nadda said.



Agreeing to demands, he said, "We will make it a notifiable disease."

A notifiable disease is required by law to be reported to authorities,
allowing them to prepare in time to take preventive measures in time.

During the current year, a total of 757 encephalitis cases have been
reported from UP, he said.
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Nadda asked members also to take personal interest in monitoring the
progress, saying they have been empowered by being made chairperson
of District Level Vigilance and Monitoring Committee to review the
health programmes under National health Mission.

The setting up of an AIIMS in Gorakhpur, whose foundation stone was
laid by Prime Minister Narendra Modi last month, and one each in Assam
and West Bengal will also help, the Health Minister said.

Adityanath said the fatality rate in encephalitis is 25-35 per cent but not
much was done to inform masses about its symptoms and precautionary
measures while outbreak of swine flu, which he said has about 2 per cent
fatality rate, invites much publicity.

Mulayam Singh Yadav, whose Samajwadi Party is in power in Uttar
Pradesh, said the disease has been affecting the state for decades and it
was primarily for the Centre to take preventive measures.

His remark that the state government had paid compensation to the
families of victims invited protests from some members.

Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury (Cong), Mohammad Salim (CPI-M) and Sudip
Bandyopadhyay (AITC) also spoke on the matter which saw a brief duel
between Chowdhury and Bandyopadhyay, inviting the Speaker's ire. The
Speaker said they should not fight while children are dying.

Jagdambika Pal (BJP) also highlighted the seriousness of disease in the
eastern UP and wondered if 125 children had died in one hospital in
Gorakhpur, then how many lives had been lost in total. There should be
surveillance mechanism in place, he said.


