
Indian Army has shortage of 9000 Women Officers

NEW DELHI: At a time when the Indian Air Force has commissioned
three women fighter pilots, the Indian Army is struggling with the sharp
decline of women personnel. Following an initiative by the Centre, Avani
Chaturvedi, Bhawana Kanth and Mohana Singh became the first women
fighter pilots in the country on Saturday. In sharp contrast, the number of
women officers in the Army has declined by 50 per cent, in the last six
years.

In 1992, the Army had opened its doors for women and in 2011, 166
officers were recruited. However, in 2014, the induction of women
officers declined to 100.

In the 2015 Republic Day parade, 75 women officers had participated
showcasing the armed forces’ “Naari Shakti”. This year, the number of
women officers went down to 61. Since 1992, the Army has not assessed
the requirement of women officers. Now, after their induction in the IAF,
the Army may witness a rise in their number, sources said.
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