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Liberalization of the law to provide equal rights for women is the slowest in
countries where traditional religions and social practices have enforced a strictly
subordinated status for women. Even countries with "sex equality” provisions in
their constitutions allow customary practices which limits women's rights. This is
one of the finding highlighted in a timely and compact fact-sheet Women: A World
Survey (1985) compiled by Ruth Lager Sivard, Director of world priorities, a
Washington based research organization. (i 5)
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